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From the Principal

It's good to talk

I’'m sure I'm not alone in remembering Bob Hoskins telling us repeatedly on behalf of BT that “It's good to talk”. Presumably ad-
vertising slogans are most successful when they are a) catchy and b) true and this slogan certainly ticks both boxes. This week’s
review day reminded me just how important it is to provide structured opportunities to talk. Good communication is important in
any successful organisation. In schools where our priority is always to maximise learning, effective communication is absolutely
vital and face to face discussion is usually best. Thanks to all parents who were able to accompany sons and daughters to review
day on Tuesday — | hope that you found the discussion worthwhile and | would welcome your views on the value of such days. |
understand that for some parents it is not possible to attend day time appointments because of work commitments and | am writ-
ing with you particularly in mind.

As Rawlins Principal, | encourage you to make contac  t at any time, for any reason and with any member o f staff. My
rather crude bold and italic emphasis is very deliberate. Several letters and emails | have received suggest that some parents do
not feel comfortable or able to make contact and arrange a time to talk. When student welfare, learning, achievement and happi-
ness are at stake, there is never a reason not to make contact. As both teacher and parent, | have always welcomed opportuni-
ties for dialogue and parents’ evenings and review days present such opportunities. However, | have a real concern that people
wait until these events come round, rather than making contact immediately an issue arises. In the same way that one visits the
doctor or the dentist when there is a problem, | implore you to talk to us immediately when there is something that is not right.
There are 3 main routes — email (if you are not sure of the address, an email to enquiries@rawlinscollege.org.uk will be directed
to the relevant person), telephone or letter. Don’t wait, don’t hesitate — it's good to talk and to quote another well used slogan —

“Just do it”".

NEW EQUIPMENT FOR MUSIC DEPARTMENT
The Music department was covered with cardboard
boxes this week as we took delivery of £16k worth of
music equipment courtesy of Roland UK.

The items, including drum kits, amps, synths, effects and
processors, come to us as part of our Musical Futures
Champion School status, in which we are promoting an
alternative personalised learning process in music teach-
ing. Y8 students from Woodbrook Vale have already
been involved in the project. Their music lesson now
involves a bus journey to Rawlins and a complete crash
course in guitar, bass, keyboard, singing and drum tech-
niques. They are given expert tuition from our 6™ form
students, but, after an initial starting point, are left to
teach themselves and each other before developing into
performing as a band. Their focus and motivation is fan-
tastic. Future plans include Y9 from Humphrey Perkins
and Y6 from St Bart's. After Christmas we will be acting
as a centre, delivering training to other music depart-
ments throughout the UK.

Many thanks to David Johnstone, Nick Gee and Sam
Crisp in Y13 for their wonderful coaching and mentoring.
Ted Ragg

Callum Orr

A Grand Day Out — The Life of a Footballer!

On Thursday 27"
November 2008,
Rawlins  students
visited Manchester
United Football
Club, OIld Trafford
and the Trafford
Centre.
After a bumpy start
due to the delay in
the coach, we fi-
nally arrived in a
wet and cold Man-
chester.  Students

started with a very informative educational talk related to their

studies, a grand tour of the stadium, including the players lounge

and changing rooms, as well as experiencing the life of a foot-

baller by making a grand entrance out of the tunnel. Students

were then free to have some lunch and do a spot of shopping at

the Trafford Centre, which ended the day on a high.

An excellent standard of behaviour was upheld by all students

throughout the day and overall, the trip was a fantastic success,

with Matthew Roberts, Katie Gibbons, Vincent Pusey and Emily

Richards all picking up some fantastic Manchester United memo-

rabilia for their hard efforts in the quiz.

On behalf of all of us, and the students on the trip, we would like

to thank Mrs Patel for all

her hard work and dedica-

tion in supporting us, as

without her help and enthu-

siasm, the trip wouldn’t

have been possible.

Jody Martin, Rebecca

Lallo, Thomas Lofthouse,

Mozaher Hussain

Year 13 Leisure Studies Group




Students of the Week Year 11
Pete Cowan and Matt Mosey , both 11R1, nominated by their tutor Mrs
Alston for raising £125.00 for Breast Cancer awareness.
Matt and Pete spent the whole day dressed as 'Pink Ladies' and helped to
make the day a really special and memorable event!
Also Vandana David for consistent great work and effort in Science. Well
done to you all!

% $ ) +

)

Monday 5 January

Students Return to School

Thursday 8 January

AS examinations begin

Wednesday 14 January

Subject Choice Evening (Y9)

Thursday 15 January

Early Entry Maths Results

Monday 19 January

A2 examinations begin

Students of the Week Year 10
David Gibson (10M1) for always being polite and sensible and for having a
mature, enthusiastic attitude to his work and Kaleigh Duffin (10M3) for
working so hard and participating well in every French lesson. Well done.

De Montfort Visits Music Dept.
The Music Department, had a visit
from a Music Technology expert
from De Montfort University on Fri-
day last week. James Kelly, a DJ
and electro-acoustic composer who
also works for Pedestrian in Leices-
ter, came to Rawlins to run a work-
shop with our Y12 Music Technology
students. They learnt new tech-
niques of using music technology in
performance by using mixers as
instruments through feedback con-
trol! They also experimented with
creative sampling using recorded sounds, composing their own music.
James will be working with Rawlins, running workshops for music and per-
haps other performing arts subjects in the near future.

Wednesday 21 January

Y11 Reports to Parents

Thursday 29 January

SpArC Day
Y11 (Q/R) Parents’ Evening

Monday 2 February

A2 lessons restart

Wednesday 4 February

Y10 Reports to Parents
Y11 (S/T)Parents’ Evening

Monday 9 February

Y11 Trial Examinations

Tuesday 10 February

Stride Parents’ Evening

Wednesday 11 February

Stride Parents’ Evening

Thursdayl2 February

KS4 Film Showcase

Monday 16 to Friday 20
February

February Half Term

Monday 23 February

Closed for Staff Training

Tuesday 24 February

Students Return to School

Thursday 12 March

A Level January Results

Monday 16 March

Stride Work Experience Week
begins

Wednesday 18 March

P16 Parents’ Evening

Wednesday 1 April

Recital Evening
Y11 Reports to Parents

Friday 3 April

School closes for Easter

Monday 20 April

Students Return to School

Congratulations to the Year 13 Leisure Studies Group

Jody Martin, Rebecca Lallo, Thomas Lofthouse and Mozaher Hussain thought that Thursday 27 ™ November 2008 would
never arrive. But finally, the day dawned upon them and they were finally able to put all their hard work and efforts into place.

As part of their Unit 4 coursework requirement for their A2 Leisure Studies course, they were given the onerous task of plan-
ning and executing a leisure based event from start to finish. They decided on a trip to Old Trafford Ground in Manchester to
see how a leisure attraction operates. Having carried out all the risk assessments and legal documentation over the summer,
liaising with several members of staff about trip procedures and possible dates, creating the educational packs and quizzes for
the day, organising the day plan, transport, sales and marketing of the tickets as well as all the finances, the team were re-
warded by everyone involved as it turned out to be a huge success. Overall, it was a great trip and all credit to the group. Well

done — a fantastic job!!!

Order
GCSE English
Revision Guides
&

Text Books

Suitable for Foundation & Higher Level
Revision Guide £2.25
Of Mice and Men Text Guide £2.25
Of Mice & Men Novel £6.40

Available for Foundation & Higher Level
Poems from Duffy Armitage & Pre-1914 Study Guide
£3.25
Poems from Different Cultures Study Guide £3.25
Writing Exams Study Guide £3.25

Students can order these books at break time from Sarah in
the English staff room.
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